
Basic Brush Patterns 
 

 

Ride Patterns – Medium Tempos 
 

Traditional (conventional swing pattern; “ride” rhythm) 

Tempo: medium-slow, medium, medium-fast 

 

    LH – conventional (clockwise) circle sweeping motion:  

      counts “1” and “3” occur at 9 o’clock; counts “2”  

      and “4” at 3 o’clock 

    RH –  “a-1” at 3 o’clock; “2” at 10 o’clock;  

“a-3” at 3 o’clock; “4” at 10 o’clock 

    RH –  all taps (rhythm), with touch of extra weight on 

      counts “2” and “4” 

    Brushes cross – RH over LH 

 

 

 

 
   

Slide Tap (traditional swing pattern; more legato than Traditional) 

Tempo: slow, medium, medium-fast 

 

     LH – conventional (clockwise) circle sweeping motion:  

       (same as Traditional)  

     RH –  “a-1” at 3 o’clock; “2” at 10 o’clock;  

“a-3” at 3 o’clock; “4” at 10 o’clock 

     Count “2” slides to “3” – then taps “3” 

     Count “4” slides to “1” – then taps “1” 

     Both “a’s” are tapped also 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Over Under (full sounding sweeps; overlapping hands) 

Tempo: very slow, slow, medium, medium-fast 

 

     RH –  rhythm/sweep starts at 1 o’clock; at end of each 

       sweep pattern, lift from counts “2” to “3” and “4” 

       to “1” (Use a sweeping, looping weight/accent   

        into counts “2” and “4” / the “a” count tap can be  

        intermittent or optional) 

     LH – full circles (clockwise); a full rotation for each  

        beat – all beats at 1 o’clock 
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Zoro (smooth, legato ride rhythm) 

  Tempo: very slow to medium 

 

     LH – large clockwise circles; counts “1” and “3” at 10  

        o’clock, counts “2” and “4” at 4 o’clock  

     RH –  plays a legato ride pattern: bottom arrow – sweep 

       counts “1” and “3,” top arrow – counts “2” and  

        “4,” middle arrow is the “a” of “2” and “4” / The  

        count occurs at the beginning of each arrow stem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Windshield Wiper 
  Tempo: slow, medium, medium-fast 

 

     LH – large sweeps (without lifting; counts “1” and “3”  

        at 2 o’clock, “2” and “4” at 10 o’clock; the  

        sweeps stop and change direction quickly at the  

        end of each gesture (like automobile wiper blades) 

     RH –  small, complete clockwise circles on each beat  

        (each pulse at 12 o’clock); circles are placed in  

        lower-right side of drum head 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ballad Styles & Tempos 

 

Sweeping It (smooth/flowing, elegant lilt – similar to Slide Tap) 

  Tempo: slow to medium-fast 
 

     LH – conventional (clockwise) circles (start at 7  

        o’clock, with half-note circles); LH stays “in  

        front” (the position along the circle) of the RH 

     RH –  start at 2 o’clock (count “1”), lift and begin sweep  

        at 10 o’clock (count “2”), sweep to count “3” (2  

        o’clock), then lift/move to “4” – sweeping, again,  

        back to count “1” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RH 

RH 
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Eyes (easy, flowing crossing pattern) 

  Tempo: ballad to medium-fast 

 

     LH – medium-size, clockwise ovals; each beat at 12  

o’clock. The “a” of a count, if desired, is again at 

12 o’clock, but with a quickening of the motion 

(arriving “early” to the location), sweeping under 

the right hand. 

     RH – medium-size, counter-clockwise ovals; each beat  

        at 12 o’clock (over the LH). The pulse can be  

        lifted (taps) or “pushed” with added pressure to  

        the sweep going into 12 o’clock. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Inverted C Pattern (smooth ballad time-keeper) 

  Tempo: very slow, slow, medium 
 

      RH –  rhythm/sweep starts at 12 o’clock – ends at 6  

        o’clock, then returns; at end of each sweep  

        pattern, RH lifts from end of count “2” to “3” and  

        end of count “4” to “1” (abruptly reversing sweep  

        direction) 

     RH –  use a sweeping accent into counts “2” and “4”  

        (tap-landing each sweep beginning) 

     LH – full circles (clockwise), a full rotation for each  

        beat  

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 8 (full-sized figure 8, overlapping; an extension of Inverted C Pattern) 

  Tempo: very slow, slow, medium, medium-fast 

 

      LH – two connected clockwise ovals; counts “1” and   

   “3” at 6 o’clock, “2” and “4” at 12 o’clock. A full  

   curving motion from 6 to 12 o’clock; a clockwise   

loop occurs at 9 o’clock when returning (to 6 

o’clock) 

RH – a kidney-shaped figure, counter-clockwise; counts 

“1” and “3” at 12 o’clock, counts “2” and “4” at 6 

o’clock [1 arrow represents the RH in diagram; 3 

arrows for LH] 
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S-Hook (smooth, implied swing) 

  Tempo: very slow, slow, medium 
 

      RH –  plays a sweep in the shape of a backwards “S” –  

   count “1” is at “3” or “4” o’clock with a lift  

   (move to count “2”), sweep starts on counts “2”   

   and “4” at 10 o’clock 
     LH – full circles: option a) clockwise: with counts “1”  

        and “3” at 9 o’clock, counts “2” and “4” at 3  

        o’clock (where RH crosses over LH); option b)  

        counter-clockwise; same LH counts & locations 
 

 

 

 
 

Breast Stroke (legato, overlapping; counter-clockwise LH) 
 Tempo: very slow, slow, medium 
 

     LH – small, counter-clockwise circles, smooth motion –  

       bottom-left quadrant of drum; all counts occur at  

        11 o’clock 

     RH – small clockwise circles, smooth motion – top- 

        right quadrant of drum. Brush is “pushed” or  

        lifted and placed on every pulse; all counts at 12  

        o’clock. RH lifts can occur on the “&” of each  

        count, but more often is lifted at the very last  

        moment before each beat. 

     LH stays under RH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Up-Tempo Patterns 

 

Gallop (jazz “ride” rhythm) 

  Tempo: up-tempo, very fast 

 

      LH –  starts at 6 o’clock with beat “1,” sweeps upward   

        to 11 o’clock (beat “2”), lifts and then sweeps   

        back down toward 6 o’clock (beat “3”), lifting on  

        “4”  

RH –  rests on “1,” taps two eighth-notes on beat “2.” 

Rests again on beat “3,” then taps two eighth-

notes on beat “4” (RH is stationary). 
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Sideways Gallop (linear, with more motion; RH crosses over LH)  

  Tempo: up-tempo, very fast 
 

                  LH –  starts at 9 o’clock with beat “1” and “3” – straight  

        sweep to 3 o’clock (left-to-right); lifts back to 9  

        o’clock and repeats sweep (always left-to-right) 

                 RH –  starts at 3 o’clock with beat “1” – lifts to 9  

        o’clock, plays “2 +,” sweeping out of the “+” –  

        ending at count “3” (at 3 o’clock); lifts/repeats for  

        “4 +” / Counts “2” & “4” are taps; the “+s” are  

        straight-line sweeps (left-to-right) 
 

Both “Gallops” play the fast ride rhythm with a straight eighth-note feel: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

3/4 Meters 
 

Basic 3/4 (articulate 3/4 “ride” pattern) 

  Tempo: all tempos 

 

      LH – clockwise or counter-clockwise circles; counts “1”  

        & “3” at 7 o’clock, counts “2” & “4” at 2 o’clock  

     RH –  alternating strikes at the two dot locations (2-bar  

        phrases) – counts: 1/Right-side, 2/L, 3/R; then  

        second bar counts are 1/L, 2/R, 3/L. Beats on “1”  

        are “taps” – beats “2” & “3” are “ticks” (lighter  

        weight). Add “let” (of triplet) of “2” in each bar  

        (ex. 1) – the note plays with or next to the beat  

        “3” position. Try ex. 2 with the accent in either  

        hand. 

 

 

Legato 3/4 (smooth sweeps in both hands) 

  Tempo: slow to medium 

 

  LH – (starting only: use a clockwise sweep from 6 o’clock to 1  

    o’clock and lift) / Pattern: lifting away on count “2” (at 1  

    o’clock), brush returns to head on “+” of “2” (at 6  

    o’clock) sweeping clockwise with a quick, small loop  

    (added pressure/weight and speed) for the “+” of “3” –  

    continuing (with less pressure) the loop back to count  

    “2” and lifting away 

RH – count “1” begins at 11 o’clock; sweeps clockwise to 6  

   o’clock for count “2,” quickly reverses (with a slight  

   lift/tap) back to 11 o’clock (counter-clockwise sweep),   

   lifting through the air across the left side of the body  

            during count “3” and returning to count “1” with a left-to-right sweeping gesture. 

Composite 

RH RH 

Example 1 Example 2 


